


























T.H FE 


GRAY’. INN JOURNAL. 











By CHARLES RANGER, Efq; 





i 


NuMB. 50. To be ¢ontinued Weekly. Pr. 2d. 





SATURDAY; Szpremeer 6, 1754. 





Auguftis bunc addere rebus bonorem, Vine. 
Ampullas &8 Sefguipedalia verba. Fior. 


~) A VIN Gin my laft offered fome curfory 
Remarks upon Rinicute, I fhall in this 
Day’s Paper take Notice of a Species of 
Writing, which on Account of fome Af- 
finity between them, is often fuppofed to 
be the fame with the Ridiculous; and 
yet, upon an attentive View of the Mat- 
ter, it appears to be a Mode of Compofi- 
tion introduced by Men of Genius in order to fail in with that 
Propenfity to Laughter, which prevails with all Manltind in 
general, What I here intend is Burle/que 5 and, in my humble 
Opinion, to mark its Boundaries, its Procedure and }.xtent, 
will be no improper Subject among thofe Fffays, which only 
pretend now and then to glance fo much Light upon Matters of 
this Nature, as may ferve to illuftrate them to the unlearned. 





Ir muft be remembered, that as the ridiculous confifts in a 
Coalition of Circumftances repugnant to each other in their own 
Natures, but yet whimfically blended together in any Objeé, 
any human Adétion or Paffion, to call forth this Inconfiftency 
to public View, and to fhew the heterogencous Affemblage, in 
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fuch a Manner as to provoke the Mind to laugh at it with 
Contempt, is to exert the rare and excellent talent of Ridicule, and 
as this is attended when well executed, with fine confequential 
E.fieéts, the Lovers of Burlefque will not wait to difcover a 
real Incongruity, but by the Force of their own Imaginations 
they create it for themfelves, and by obtruding Circumitances 
which perhaps do not belong to the Object, they are fre- 
quently very fuccefsful in rendering Things apparently ridicu- 
Jous, which to an attentive Eye may not wear the motly Li- 
very, however it may ferve the Purpofes of Mirth to inveft it 
with it. In order to explain more fully, what is here infifted 
on, it may not be improper to lay before the Reader an In- 
{tance or two of the Ridiculous, and alfo of Burle/que, which 
may in fome Meafure ferve to render this Matter ftill more 
intelligible and clear. 

Wuen Fielding’s Parfon Adams being in Diftrefs at an Inn, 
retires very gravely with a London Bockfeller to raife Money 
upon fome Manuicript Sermons, I believe the diffonant Cir- 
cumftances in this Cafe ftrike very forcibly, and our Laughter 
is {till urged with greater Impetuofity, when, after having tra- 
velled a great many Miles from his own place of Abode to- 
wards London, with no other Bufinefs upon Earth, but to dil- 
pofe of thefe Sermons, we hear the Parfon not being able to 
find them, very gravely fay, ** I proteft I believe I left them be- 
“* hind me.’ When the fame Perfonage afiures us, that he is 
very rich, and then adds, that he does not fay it by way of 
exciting or complying with worldly vanity, but to fhew that 
he can live well on the Road, and, to confirm this, produces 
half a Guinea, the Difference between his Opinion and the 
{mall value of the Piece, and this too from a Clergyman, 
a Scholar, and in many Things a Man of excellent Under- 
ftanding, produces an Emotion of Laughter attended in this 
Inftance with a Contempt for Adam’s want of Knowledge of 
the World. In like manner, when Dou Quixote very gravely 
fays, that he has feen the Sea, and that it is much larger than 
the River at Lamancha, we cannot help laughing at a Man 
who has formed his Ideas of Things by what he has feen at 
his own native Place, and to find an infignificant River com- 
pared to the Sea, prefents fuch a repugnant Conjunétion of 
Images, as muft neceffarily operate upon ourrifible Faculties. 

Tuese Inftances, which have firft, among a Thoufand, -of- 
tered themfelves to my Memory, are true Inftances of the Ri- 
diculous, nothing here being obtruded upon our Imaginations, 
but in Burlefque there are many adventitious Ideas called, in or- 


der to form a motly Concurrence of thwarting Images, and fo 
produce 
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produce the fame Effect with the really Ridiculous, As for 

Inftance, if any Object which comes before the Burle/gue Wri- 
ter, be low in its own Nature, he immediately bethinks him- 
felf of conferring on it a mock Dignity, in which it begins to 
look big, like the Champion ac a Coronation, who boldly 
challenges all Mankind when he knows no body will fight him. 
I have ever been highly pleafed with a Touch of this Kind in 
a Note to Mr, Fvelding’s Tom Thumb, where mentioning fome- 
thing cf the Soul of Man, he gravely tells us, ‘* Plato is of 
this Opinion, and fo is — Mr, Banks.’ The Stroke in the Beggars 
Opera is of the fame Nature, — ** There is nothing fo merry as 
a great Man in Diftrefs.” In this Cafe the great Difpropertion 
between the two Objects ftrikes our Imagination, and our 
Laughter burfts out at that which is, without Foundation, fet in 
Competition. In the following Paffage of the Poet, it feems 
to me, there is a ridiculous Appearance intended by giving a 
mock Majefty to an Object in the general Opinion not fo higla- 
ly exalted. 

Ob! could I view thro? London as I pa/s 

Some broad Sir Balaam in Corinthian Bra/s ! 
High on a Pedeftal, ye Freemen place 

His magifteriel Paunch and griping Face. 
Letter’d and gilt let him adorn Cheapfide, 

And grant thr Tradefman, what a King’s deny'd. 

Thus the ludicrous Affemblage is formed by an Affociation of 
{cieas, fo diftant from each other, that we are diverted to fee 
them joined. The other Method of Burle/que is, it an Ob- 
jeét has any Thing refpectable about, to join it with Images, 
not only inferior, but in themielves contemptible. Mr. Pope 
is very frequent in this Kind of Satyr throughout his Dun- 
ciad, and Boileau is, I think, admirable in both Species of 
Burlefque, in his Lutrin. Our own Garth alfo has many beau- 
tiful Paffages in his Di/penfary, where a Ridicule is thrown 
upon his Heroes by affociating with them Images of Things, 
to which fome Kind of Turpitude is adherent; thus a fet of Phy- 
ficians quarrelling among themfelves are finely placed in a Iu- 
dicrous Light by the following humourous Simile. 

Thus often at the Yemple Stairs we've feen 

Two Tritons of a rough athletic Mien, 

Scurly difpute fome Quarrel of the Flood, 

With Knuckles bruisd, and Face befmear’d with Blood ; 
But at the frft Appearance of a Fare, 

Both quiz the Prey, and to their Oars repair. 

\noruer very common Method of Burlefque is by making 
frequent Application of grand and fublime Paffages in our beft 
Poets, to Things unworthy and mean. Boileau, is in my 
Opinion, the happieft of all modern Poets in this Particular. 
As Paffages of this Nature are frequently miftaken for an In- 
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tent to durlefque the Author, from the Images borrowed, it 
may not be improper in this place to obferve, Parody does 
not always carry with it any Sneer at the Author parodied. 
The quaint Things in Virgil may be aptly applied to other 
Objects, without his being burlefqued, and there we find that 
Vida in his elegant and beautiful Poem on the Game of Chefs, 
has almoft in every Lime furprized us with Expreflions and 
Lines from the zeid, by which means he gives Spirit and 
Life to his Poem, animates his imaginary Warriours with hu- 
man Paffions, and fills the Fancy with entertaining Ideas, with- 
out {welling too much into the Mock-heroic, which would 
have been downright Burle/que. The Detcription and the Havock 
done ata Game of Chefs is perfectly elegant. 

Sternitur omne folum buxo atque miferrima cedes 

Exoritur ; confufa inter fefe agmina cedunt, 

Impliciteque ruunt, albe, nigraque Phalanges , 

Sternuntur pedites SP corpora quadrupedantum. 
The Defcription of the Queen is alfo highly beautiful. 

At medias inter acies crudefit Amazon, 

Candida, plena animis, mediifque in millibus ardet. 
Tt is plain, that Mr. Pope in his Account of a Game at Cards 
in the Rape of the Lock, has imitated this excellent Poet in his 
Manner of exalting inanimate Things, which can never carry 
with it any Air of Burlefque, becaufe nothing can be ridiculous, 
but when a free Agency is implied. 

But in Burlefque, as inevery other Kind of Writing, Truth 
fhould be the Foundation, otherwife the Superftructure mutt 
fall, like Ariffophanes’s Ridicule of Socrates, which is now held 
in Contempt. It muft be alfo remembered, that every Parody 
of a Poet is not a Burlefque of that Poet; the Object thus at- 
tacked mutt be always exceptionable, otherwife it can never be 
effentially hurt by a falfe Combination of adventitious Ideas. 
‘As there is a ftrone Propenfity in the Generality of People to 
this Kind of Humour, Tragic Poets, in particular, fhould be 
cautious how by any Paflage or Expreffion, they excite ludi- 
crous Images. If once in the moft ferious Scene a wrong 
Affociation of Ideas be formed, the Mind is apt to attach it- 
felf to the Object of its Mirth, and thus a well imazined 
Piece may be obftructed. A very elegant Critic obferves, 
that the following line of Dryden. 

A Star-light Morning, ord an Ewning fair. 
has in it nothing improper, and yet if any one recollects that a 
Star-light Morning is the Language of a Watchman it may oc- 
cafion fome fprightly Raillery. On this account, in all the 
different fpecies of Compofition the Writer mutt carefully re- 
member to keep within his proper Boundaries, becaufe the 


leaft Excurfion too far may be highly prejudicial. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my cwn Apartment, Sept. 6. 


S this is the laft Opportunity I fhall have of giving any more Articles 

of True Intelligence, I have determined to give the Precedence in 
this Day’s Paper, to a fuccinct Account of the Proceedings at a Court of 
cenforial Enquiry againft the Author of this Papers I flatter myfelf that 
by thefe Means the Exceptions which may have been taken to thefe lit- 
tle Compofitions, will be ftated in a fair Light, and the Writer’s Con- 
duct throughout his Undertaking, put beyond the Reach of Calumny or 
Detraétion. 


Court of cenfortal Enqutry, 6. Sep 

This Day CHARLEs RANGER, Efq; appeared at the Bar of this 

Court, upon an Indictment found againft him, for that he wantonly and 

indifcreetly from Time to Time in his Gray’s Inn ‘fournal made too free 

with Characters which had not offended him, to the great Uneafinefs of 

the Furious fo attacked, and againft the Statute recorded by Horace, Sub- 
lato jure nocendi, &c, 


Ranger objected to feveral who were fummoned to be on the Jury, of- 
fering various Reafons as occafion offered, fuch as Dulnefs, Ignorance, 
Prejudice, &c. At length this Point being adjufted, the Caufe was 
opened by Counfellor Fefer, who fpared neither Elocution nor Eloquence 
to inflame the Mind of the Court, and the Gentlemen impanelled againft 
the Prifoner at the Bar. Many Times he infifted, could be pointed cut 
of perfonal Refentment, and Malice propenfe, &c. After which feveral 
Paflages of Ranger’s Writings were read in Court, and feveral Witneffes 
appeared to enforce the Charge exhibited againft him.——Among thefe 
were Quinbus Ficftrin, from the Bedford Coffee-houfe; Bob Nankeen, Nat 
Pigtail, Harry; Lappel, ‘fack Oakflick, ‘femmy Scratch, from the City ; 
Mr. Mac Gregor, Mr. Broadbrim, Mr. Shallow, &c. from the Robinhood 
Society ; Monf. Villeneuve, Monf. Languedoc, Monf. Bernard, Monf. La 
Varele. Monf. Soup-meagre, &c. from Tom’s in Cornhill and Slaughter’s in 
St. Martin’s Lane; Mofes Aminadab, Selim Levi, Rubens Shylock, &e. from 
Duke’s Place ; and fome others from various Parts of the Town, all thefe 
depofed that the Prifoner had indulged himfelf in frequent Strokes ‘of Plea- 
fantry upon them, and they therefore hoped the Jury would bring in a 
Verdiét accordingly. | 


Prifoner’s Defence. 
May it pleafe this honourable Court, and you Gentlemen of the fury. 


I fhall not endeavour to evade any part of the Charge brought againft 
me, except the Imputation of wantonly making free with Characters that 
had not given any perfonal Offence ; this Point I muft fpeak a few Words 


to, becaufe I think it a very fallacious Argument, and if it be fuppofed to 
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carry any weight, it may be fufficient to tye up the Hands of every Sa- 
tyrift, and then Vice and Folly may laud it uncontrouled, It is not ne- 
ceflary, that a ridiculous Character fhould tread upon an Author’s Toe, 
or offend him in fome other Manner, without that, he is free Game for 
every Sportfman of the Quill; and that this is Mr. Pops’s Opinion ap- 
pears from the following Lines ; 


And muft no Ege in ‘faphet’s Face be thrown, 
Becaufe the Deed he forg’d was not my own. 


And with Regard to the Charge of perfonal Refentment, I muft here 
declare before this honorable Court, that I never faw one of thefe Gen- 
tlemen, who have appeared againft me, in my Life.-—Their Faces, their 
Perfons, their Chara€ters, are to me perfectly unknown: and therefore | 
prefume, it may be fairly inferred, that 1 never meant to give the leaft 
Annoyance to any one in particular—They were all Perfonages of my own 
Creation, and fomething like them I imagined might. exift in Nature, and 
therefore I fancied I had a Right to Jafh or banter any Vice or Folly 
under imaginary Names, vilthout intending a perfonal Application in any 
one Inftance. Since ithefe Gentlemen have all thought proper to take 
Things to themfelves, I refer it to the Jury, whether this may not be faid 
to libel themfelves. Having faid thus much, I think it unneceflary in fo 
plain a Cafe to take up the Time of the Court, and I am therefore willing 
to fubmit to its equitable Decifions. 


After this the /#/pecfor appeared in Court, and defired to be heard, It 
was imagined he alfo came witha further Aggravation of the Indictment, 
but inftead of inflaming Matters, he faid, that though he had Rea- 


fon to think there were now and then in Ranger's Writings unpro- 
voked Strokes of perfonal Satyr, yet for his Part he charged all Inftances 


of that Nature on the Ill-nature and Depravity of Tafte of his Readers, 
rather than any Propenfity in the Author’s Mind. WHereupon the Jury 
withdrew, and in a few Minutes brought in their Verdict NoT GUILTY. 
to the great Satisfaction .of Ranger and his Friends. and the_ Difappoint- 
ment of the Group of Witnefles mentioned above. The High Steward 
of the Court then took his Staff, declared the Commiffion to be annulled, 
and the cenforial Court was finally difmiffed. 


We hear that a Comedy, written by his Grace the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, and called the Chances, is getting ready to be played, with proper 
Alterations, at the Theatre Royal in Csvent-Garden, fome time in the ap- 
proaching Seafon. It is further faid, that Mr. Foote will bring on two new 
Entertainments before the Winter expires, fo that the Critics will have 
full Employment there for fome time. 


Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Offce-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
J. BOU QUET | in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may, be had the 
gormer Numbers. 














